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SUSSEX POLICE MG 11(T)

{when complete)

WITNESS STATEMENT

(CJ Act 1967, 5.9; MC Act 1980, ss.5A(3) (a) and 5B: Criminal Procedure Rules 2005, Rule 27.1
URN

Statement of;  Jean Irving

Age if under 18: Over 18  (if over 18 insert ‘over 18)) Occupation: Head of Licensing & Public Safety

This statement (consisting of 8~ q page(s) each signed by me) is true to the best of my knowledge
and belief and | make it knowing that, if it is tendered in evidence, | shall be liable to prosecution if | have
wilfully stated anything in it, which | know to be false or do not believe to be true.

Signature: “ Date 29/09/2016

Tick if withess evidence is visually recorded (supply witness details on rear)
| am Head of Licensing and Public Safety for Sussex Police, a role | have held for approx 8 years.

| have been employed by Sussex Police for over 13 years, during which time | have been involved
in alcohol licensing. ,

For approximately 8 years | have been a member of the National Police Chiefs Council (Formerly
Association of Chief Police Officers — ACPO) Alcohol Harm Reduction and Licensing Group, béing
appointed the Joint-Chair of the NPCC Licensing Group just over 6 years ago.

The NPCC Licensing Group consists of ten expert licensing practitioners from various forces
across the Country who provide good practice and guidance to other forces, also delivering annual
licensing training. As the joint chair of the group | am a national police spokesperson on licensing
matters. | represent the National Police Chiefs Council on the National Licensing Forum, The
National Pub Watch Board and at meetings with the Home Office, also regularly providing police
related licensing input at the Institute of Licensing Annual National Training Conference and other
licensing conferences.

In 2014 | was presented with an award from the President of ACPO, acknowledging me as an

expert in police licensing matters, commending my work with many forces nationally.

My responsibilities within the Sussex Police whole force area include: Head of Profession for
licensing matters, developing maintaining and implementing the force licensing and violent crime
reduction policies; providing direction to police departments and partners to ensure a consistent

force wide approach to licensing issues. Part of my role involves gathering the facts of individual
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Continuation of statement of
cases / applications and incidents and deciding on the appropriate level of police response. | have

delegated authority from the Chief Constable of Sussex Police for all licensing matters.
On a regular basis, | check the police licensing Management Information Systems for the 8500

licensed premises in East Sussex, West Sussex and Brighton & Hove to monitor emerging issues.

Early in June “16 | noticed that there had been an escalation of issues at The Trek in Seaford. |felt
that violence levels were unacceptably high and so | contacted Sgt Denham Vokins and asked him
for an explanation and what steps he was taking to resolve the issues. Sgt Vokins confirmed that
he was aware of the escalation and seriousness of the incidents and had asked the local Licensing
Officer, PC Rush, to investigate and provide him with a report. He confirmed that he would be
setting up a meeting with the combined Premises Licence Holder/owner and Designated Premises
Supervisor Mrs Yvonne Newton-Turner as soon as he had verified the incidents.

A meeting took place between Mrs Newton-Turner, Sgt Vokins and PC Rush on 10t June. The
content will be covered in Sgt Vokins statement and the minutes submitted as evidence. Sgt
Vokins debriefed me on the meeting and advised he had spoken about a number of incidents and
asked Mrs Newton-Turner to produce an Action Plan outlining what steps she would be taking to
prevent further incidents. A follow up letter outlining what the action plan should contain was also
sent.

An Action Plan was subsequently received by PC Rush. A response was authorised by Sgt Vokins
and sent on 22" June by Licensing Officer Cathie Wolfe, which made a number of observations
and comments. The Action Plan, our response and the response received from Mrs Newton-

Turner on 25" June can be found in the police evidience bundle.

Licensing Officer Wolfe contacted Mrs Newton-Turner by phone during this period and, as she had
recently assumed responsibility for Lewes District, asked.for a meeting to introduce herself and
clarify the police concerns as Sgt Vokins and PC Rush felt during their meeting little or no progress

had been made. It was intended that the meeting be between PC Rush, LO Wolfe and Mrs
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Newton-Turner. The meeting was arranged for 11% July and Mrs Newton-Turner advised that the

Lewes District Council Licensing Officer Sue Lindsey would be attending and also Mr Alan Sidders
from Mark One Security. Under the circumstances, it was decided that Sgt Vokins would also
attend. Details of this meeting are contained with Sgt Vokins statement, and the minutes also form

part of the police evidence bundle.

On 191 July | had a meeting with PC Rush and Sgt Vokins, to discuss the issues at the Trek. It
was clear both Officers were very concerned by the attitude of Mrs Newton-Turner and the
continuing incidents. They briefed me in relation to the meeting on 11% July and provided me with
the minutes. Of main concern was the refusal of Mrs Newton-Turner to acknowledge or accept the
number of incidents at the Trek. She also refused to accept that the public nuisance and public
safety issues taking place in the near vicinity to the Trek, were as a result of the drunken behaviour
of people who had been in the venue.

| asked PC Rush and Sgt Vokins to closely monitor the Trek and keep me appraised of any

incidents of note.

On 25t July | was made aware of a serious incident in the street which had occurred on 24% July.
This incident is referred to within the review application and also within Sgt Vokins statement. At
this point, taking into consideration the refusal of the Premises Licence Holder / Designated
Premises Supervisor Mrs Newton-Turner to co-operate with Police and the escalating violence at
and in the vicinity of the Trek. | confirmed with Sgt Vokins that he and his team were already
collating evidence for a possible Review, and indicated that subject to the evidence they found,
that it was likely that we would have no alternative but to submit an Application to the Licensing
Authority soon.

A Review Application is always the last resort used by police, as it is very resource intensive. Each
incident must be fully investigated to ensure that it can be properly assigned as having been

caused by mismanagement of the venue, and / or that the incident could have been avoided if the
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premises was run in accordance with the four Licensing Objectives. However, the cost and

resources will always being my secondary consideration when public safety is at risk.

On 8 August | was made aware of an email from residents to police and the local MP, sent on 6™
August, expressing their concern at the escalation of incidents particularly the incident on 24 July
in which their families, including very young children, were kept up as late as 4am by the noise and
violence in the street. | asked Sgt Vokins to arrange a meeting between myself, him and the

residents, inviting the local MP Maria Caulfield, or her representative to attend.

The meeting took place on Monday 15™ August and Mr Steve Bell CBE, attended the meeting on
behalf of Ms Caulfield.

A number of residents attended the meeting and, as they related their experiences of living near to
the Trek, | realised their lives were being completely ruined by customers from the Trek. | heard of
residents being forced to sleep in bathrooms (located at the back of their houses) due to the noise
of shouting swearing and screaming, children being kept awake by the shouting and screaming of
customers leaving the venue after 2am, never being visited by family and friends at weekends,
being forced to go to bed early so people wouldn't see their lights on and bang on their windows,
people defecating outside the front of their houses, littering, vomiting and most importantly, they
feared for the safety of themselves and their family. They told us of times when people in the
street could be seen taking off their shirts in anticipation of a fight, which seemed to have become
the normal and accepted practice outside the Trek and in the street outside their properties. A
comment made subsequently by a resident resonates with me, and that was that he felt like an
awful father and husband for moving to Seaford and subjecting his family to these horrors, and
didn’t feel he could ever forgive himself.

| have never, in 13 years of being in my role, heard such terrible experiences from residents.

They told us they had attempted to complain directly to Mrs Newton-Turner, but their concerns

Signature ‘. Signature withessed by:
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were dismissed. Mrs Newton-Turner had, we were told, advised them that she was on the licensing

committee, and the residents said it was clear she felt she had ‘protection from high up’. They told
us they had complained to one of their local Councillors, but felt their concerns were not being
taken seriously, as they were constantly being told that ‘Mrs Newton-Turner is doing the best she
can, and the issues are not her fault. The residents have a number of emails in which these
comments are communicated to them. Their sense of despair was tangible and was very upsetting
to hear. Due to the previous negative responses they have received, they were clearly very
concerned of ‘reprisals’ if they were identified by providing statements. | asked the residents to
keep noise/disturbance dairies, | also explained what is expected of a licensee under the Licensing
Act 2003, and explained the four licensing objectives to them. It was agreed at the meeting that Mr
Beli would act as their representative as he was acting on behalf of the local MP, and he had their
best interests at heart. It was also agreed that all sound recordings and evidence would be sent to
Mr Bell to sanitise and collate. Subsequently, Mr Bell has agreed to personally appear at the
Summary Review Hearing to represent the residents as Interested Parties. The meeting concluded
by myself, Mr Bell and Sgt Vokins reassuring them that their concerns are important to us, and we

would be dealing with this matter as a priority.

Following the meeting, | gave instructions to the licensing team that we would be submitting a
Review Application to the Licensing Authority as soon as it was available. In my experience, a
Review Application is likely to take a minimum of four weeks to produce and there were significant
concerns in the office that if we didn't act as quickly as possible, there was likely to be a very

serious incident, so this task was prioritised.

On 11t September, there was an incident of serious crime and serious. disorder associated with
the Trek, and | was informed on Monday 12" September. | was told that a member of security at
the Trek had received injuries consistent with Grievous Bodily Harm and that residents had phoned

the police as they feared someone would get killed. It became clear to Sgt Vokins and | that if this
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matter could be associated with the Trek, it would be necessary for us to take immediate action to

prevent a similar occurrence taking place.

Sgt Vokins, PC Rush and LO Wolfe aftended the Trek to obtain CCTV on Monday 12t éeptember,
and a copy of most of the requested recordings were ready for collection from The Trek by PC
Rush on 13, Sgt Vokins told me that Mrs Newton-Turner advised him she would be going on

holiday later that week, although he couldn't recall if it was Wednesday or Thursday.

The Licensing Act 2003 makes it an offence for alcohol to be sold to someone who is drunk. Mrs
Newton-Turner confirmed to PS Vokins that on the night of 11" September no person within the

premises was refused service of alcohol.

There then followed a period of significant validation of the evidence, including viewing of the
CCTV, obtaining statements from officers who attended the scene and witnessed the fighting on
the street. The team conducted thorough investigation of all the facts to ensure we had sufficient
evidence against the Trek. We would have preferred to serve the Summary Review document in
time to attempt to prevent the Trek from opening the weekend of 16" September, however, we had
to gather enough evidence to gain the authorisation of a Superintendent for the Summary Review
and until Monday 19" our evidence was not complete. However, such was the concern of
everyone involved in this caée that a further incident would occur at the premises, Cl Leet
authorised police resources to be in attendance at the premises from opening until closing on
Friday and Saturday 16" and 17" September.

" The evidence and facts of the case were presented to Superintendent Franklin on Tuesday 20"
September, and he authorised the Certificate and Summary Review Application, which was then
served on the Licensing Authority later that day. The Police requested immediate suspension of

the premises licence.

| am aware that in the case of a Summary Review Application being served, the Licensing

Signature Signature witnessed by:
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Authority must decide on Interim Steps within 48 hours of service, and we requested attendance at

the meeting. | am also aware that no one, neither the police nor the management of the premises
in question has any ‘right' to appear at the hearing. However, | was keen to ensu're that the
Committee were fully aware of the reasons why we had asked for immediate suspension of the
licence and why we felt no other steps were appropriate. Our attendance would give the
opportunity to the Committee to ask any questions they felt necessary. | was also aware, that if
police attended the meeting / hearing, then the premises licence holder or a representative would
also be invited to attend the meeting / hearing, which | fully expected and understood.

Subsequent to our serving the documents on the Licensing Authority, | am aware that on the same
day, Ms Lindsey served the papers on Mr & Mrs Newton-Turner. At the meeting / hearing on
Thursday 22" September, Mr & Mrs Newton-Turner were represented by a Barrister appointed by
them, who responded to the police case on her behalf. The Committee subsequently decided the

premises licence would be suspended until the Summary Hearing in October.

Throughout my involvement in this case, | have been surprised and disappointed by Mrs Newton-
Turners refusal to work with police, and more importantly her never accepting that any of the
incidents are as a result of bad management practices at the Trek.

The Licensing Act 2003 has four Licensing Objectives, three of which have been undermined by
the way in which the Trek is managed. The Premises Licence Holder and Designated Premises
Supetrvisor of any licensed premises are required to PROMOTE the licensing objectives, not ‘stick
to’ ‘abide by’ or any other passive word. Promote is a pro-active word, which requires proactivity
by the PLH & DPS, | have seen no proactivity nor any attempt by Mrs Newton-Turner to even
‘uphold’ the licensing objectives. It is my professional opinion that alcohol is sold irresponsibly
within the premises, as evidenced by the number and levels of drunkenness witnessed week after
week at the Trek. Further, it is my opinion, that peoples’ safety is of no importance to the
management of the Trek; this is evidenced by the fact that even when her own member of staff

was severely injured on the 11" September, she failed to call police or an ambulance.

Signature ‘ Signature witnessed by:
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Mrs Newton-Turner also has little or no respect or regard for her neighbours, as demonstrated by

her treatment of them and her comments when interviewed by a reporter from the Argus ‘They
move next to a nightclub and then having got a cheap deal they make out there is a noise’. The
PLH of a premises is required by the Licensing Act to promote the prevention of public nuisance -

actively prevent it.

In my professional opinion, sustained aggression of the type witnessed by residents every single
weekend, can only be caused by people who are highly intoxicated or on drugs or both. Officers
arresting or dealing with perpetrators outside the Trek witness this high level of intoxication
routinely, even over the weekend of the 16/17" September when there was a heavy police
presence. | was also made aware, that despite the heavy police presence, a further assault took

place resulting in injuries, and is covered within the additional papers of the review.

At the time of writing this statement, one weekend has now passed since the Interim Steps
meeting at which the Committee decided that the only appropriate course of action was to suspend
- the licence. Residents of Blachington Road have been in contact with me to tell me of the almost
eerie quiet in the road, something they had never experienced before. One told of deliberately
staying up late ‘because we could’ and hearing no noise and very very few people walking down
the road, another also told me how quiet the road is now the Trek was closed. This is clear
indication that the persons fighting, swearing and shouting in Blatchington Road at 2/3/4am were
coming from the Trek and not using the road as a thoroughfare nor coming from another premises.
The Shore is the nearest bar to the Trek and whilst they have a licence permitting them to open
until 2.30am, | contacted the premises and spoke to a member of staff who confirmed that prior o
the Trek licence being suspended, they did not remain open past 1am any day, and stop serving
alcohol 30 mins before their closing time. The member of staff also confirmed that they have a

strict last entry policy of midnight, which is enforced by their security.
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PTO




MG 11(T) (Cont)

Page no. 9

Continuation of statement of
A Premises Licence Holder and Designated Premises Supervisor are required under the Licensing

Act 2003 to promote the prevention of crime and disorder, promote public safety and promote the
prevention of public nuisance. The PLH & DPS of the Trek have failed to dembnstrafe that they

have promoted any of these three licensing objectives, and as such, Sussex Police contend that it

is proportionate and necessary that the premises licence of the Trek is revoked. ‘
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WITNESS STATEMENT

(CJ Act 1967, 5.9; MC Act 1980, s5.5A(3) (a) and 5B: Criminal Procedure Rules 20085, Rule 27.1

» RN ||
Statementof:  Denham Vokins PS CV146 -
Age ifunder 18: Qver18  (ifover 18 Insertover 18) Occupation:  Police officer
This statement (consisting of ' page(s) each signed by me) is true to th.é best of my knowledge

and belief and | make it knowing that, if it is tendered in eviden

wilfully stat?d"aﬁ hing in if, which | know fo b or do not believe o be true.
Signature: Date 15" September 2016

Tick if withess evidence is visually recorded D (supply witness details on rear)
| am the Police Sgt for East Sussex Alcohol Harm reduction Unit. | have successfully completed the BHAB

level 2 National cerﬁﬁcate fo_r Licensing Practitioners and have 19 years service as a Police officer. My role
includes ensuring that Licensed premises are operated in compliance with the conditions of their licenses
and in a way that promotes the Licensing objectives laid down in the Licensing Act 2003. When there is
obj;ptives'or isl breaching the conditions of it's Licence it is my duty to address these issues to ensure
people are kept safe and with a view to the problems being remedied.

A substantial amount of my wo.rk in recent' months has Been focused on The Trek club in Seaford. Having
become aware that there 'were a concerning number of incidents of crime and disorder directly assoclated
with the premises | was of the opinion that the Licensing objectives, in particular the prevention of crime and
disorder and public safety were being undermir.xéd.

As a result of this at 14:00 hours on Friday 100 Jurie 2016 PC RUSH DRO03 and | met Yvonne NEWTON-
TURNER, the Designated Premises Superviéor, ( DPS ) of the Trek, at Seaford Police station. The premises

Licence halder is in the name of the Trek Nightclub ltd, During the meeting we discussed a number of

incidents that had taken place at, or were assocjated with the premises; nearly all of them had occurred after

02:00 hrs which is the time that the premises closes. We asked Mrs NEWTON-TURNER to explain to us how

she deals with the closure of the premises and dispersal of customers. She said that the club operates until _

Oé:OO hours at which point everything stops, ié: the music ends, sale of alcohol ceases, the lights are put on
inside the premises and' SIA staff move péople from the back of the club aﬁd out of the premises. | told Mrs
NEWTON-TURNER that | thought the reason the premises was experiencing a significant number of
incidents from 02:00 hours onwards was because there was no “staggered closure” and no specific dispersal

-

plan in plac TON-TURNER seemed to be \fused by these terms. | was surprised as she had
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Continuation of stateme’nt of

told us that she had run the premises for 31 years, with that much experience | would expect someone to be

- aware of terms such as staggered closure and diépeysal plans [ policy. | explained what these terms meant
and gave her some examples of things she could do to implement them at the pr_em'lses; for instance prior o
closing time -2 gradual increase in lighting conditlons, bring -forward the times for last sales of alcoho! to
customners, provision and offering of water to customers, reduce the volume of the music being played and
change it t-o al comparatively gentle genre, SIA door-staff floor walking to check on customer wellbeing, SIA
staff actively patrolling the forecourt and the road outside the premises to request patrons to leave quietly in
respect to local residents, etc.

During the meeting Mrs NEWTON-TURNER became angry. She disagreed that there had been a rise in the

number of incidents at the premises and was also critical of PC RUSH for not attendmg Pubwatch meetings.

By the end of the meeting however | had the impression that she was accepting of some of the things We .

had said to her and some acknowledgement that we had demonstrated a pattern of incidents occurring at or
assoclated with the bremises shortly after closing time. We asked her to create an Action plan for the
‘premises. We explained what an Action plan 'Was and how it should be used to help reduce incidents of
crime and disorder associated with the premises. Mrs NEVVTON—TURNER said that we had not threatened
to close her premises or take it to review as other Police officers had threatened to do in the past. | advised
her that if there was no reduction in incidents of crime and disorder for a period of ﬁme after an Action plan
was implemented & no improvement in the way the premises was operated to reduce such incidents then
ultimately the process would be that we would seek a review of the premises licence. | also advised her
however that we hoped the Action p!an would bring about a significant lmprovement and a review would not
be necessary. In the meeting we also discussed the premises licence with her | told her | was concerned
that there were no conditions on the licence, apart from the mandatory conditions. | discussed the hours of
operatlon Wlth her but she said she would not be willing to reduce the hours during which she was open to
the public. [ also advised Mrs NEWTON-TURNER that Police would undertake to attend Seaford Pubwatch
meetings & ideally this would be PC RUSH, but if not available a representative on her behalf.

A letter dated 13" June 2016 was sent to Mrs NEWTON-TURNER which summarllsed th9 contents of _the
meeting that had taken place on 10% June, the letter was undersigned by PC RUSH and myself. .

On 14t June 2016 | became awars of a written reply to our meeting and subsequent lefter which was under-

signed by Yvonne NEWTON-TURNER Managing director and owner of the Trek club. The correspondence

eting and some of the matters that were discussed in it. Mrs NEWTON-TURNER wrote

Signature witnessed by:
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that she was extremely disappointed at the way this had been handled by the Police. She stated that a copy
of her correspondence “will if necessary” be forwarded to Katy Bourne, the Police and Crime commissioner,
Maria Caldwell Lewes MP and the legal Team at the Federation of small busmesses “who | believe will take
up any challenge to my Licence”.
On Monday 11t July 2016 | attended a meeting at the Trek with PC RUSH, Licensing officer Cathie”\NOLFE,
Mrs NEWTON-TURNER, Mr Alan SIDDERS from Marc One security and Sue LINDSEY, Lewes District
Licensing Authority. During the meeting Mrs NEWTON-TURNER became angry and disputed that the
incidents that we had previously discussed with her had actually even occurred. | tried to explain to Mrs
- NEWTON-TURNER that we had-evidence to confirm the incidents-had occurred, eg: they were verified by
Police records but she refused to eccept this. | was unable to say anything further to convince her and told
her so in the meeting.
On Monday 15% August 2016 | attended Lewes Police station to meet with residents wha live nearby to the
Trek. Also at the meeting was Jean IRVING — Sussex Police Head of Licensing & Public safety & Mr Steve
BELL, CBE - representative of Maria CAULFIELD MP. During the meeting residents said that there were
problems associated with the premises every weekend, Safurday nights being the worst and that the .
problems were getting worse. Residents were very concerned that someone was going to get badly hurt and
_said that staff at the premises do not report things. They said that there is constant disruption to their private
lives, people banging on their windows whilst watching TV, .urinating and defecating in their doorways,
shouting, screaming and fighting in the street, being woken up by noise in the early hours of the moming and
litter and empty drug packets found in the street. They said that the levels of violence they had witnessed in
the street from people associated with the Trek had made them fearful for their own sarety. They expressed
_concern about Mrs NEWTON-TURNER and said that she speaks very poorly to local residents and has lead
tnem to believe that she is on a Licensing Comm'lttee. it was agreed during the meeting that residents Wou.ld
send future correspondence regarding the Trek to Mr BELL,
| have read the incidents referred to in the summary review dooument the information for these has been -
.taken from Police systems and to the best of my knowledge they accurately record events that have taken
place and are directly associated with the Trek. | )
" At 01:50 hours on Sunday 11" September 2016 Police received a call statmg that 50 peop1e were fi ighting

outside the premises. Police also received a call from Sussex ambulance a few minutes later stating that a

bean kicked in the face and had an eye injury and possibly a broken nose. Having viewed the

~—_ Signature wrtnessed by:

PTO




MG 11(T) (Cont)”
Page no. 4
Continuation of statement of
Police investigation in fo this incident | can confirm that serious crime and serious.disorder occurred at the
premises. Two_males who were working as door staff were aseaulted._ One male suffered a broken eye
socket, broken cheek bone, broken nose and lost the movement in one of his eyes. Tbhe other male
sustained muscle and ligament damage to his jaw. |
At 15:15 hours on Monday 12" Septernber 2016 PC RUSH DR403, Llcensmg officer Cathie ‘Wolfe and 1
attended the Trek nightclub to carry out some’ enquiries at the premises In relation to the incident that had
occurred on 11 September 2016. We met Mrs NEV\ITON “TURNER at the premises and asked for footage
from the CCTV system for the night of the lnoldent, she said her husband would attend the premlsee in due
course and would be able to get it for us as she could net.
| asked Mrs NEWTON-TURNER what happened on the night of the incident. She said two males were
ejected from the premises for an lnoldent that occurred inside the club, a large group of people from the
premises followed the ejected males outside and a large fight then occurred. Mrs NEWTON-TURNER did not
seem to know what had occurred inside the premises to prompt the ejection and she did not efaborate on it
any further. She said that during the fight OthSlde the club one of her door staff had been injured and he was
then brought back in to the club.
| asked Mrs NEWTON-TURNER who phoned for Police on the night of the incident, she replied, "I don’t
know". | then asked her ;NhO phoned for an ambulance, again she said, " don't know". Police records show
that the call made to Police on the night of the incident was not from anyone who works at the premises. As
far as | am aware nobody from the premises phoned gither the Pohce to nofify them that the incident took
place or the Ambulance service to deal with the member of staff who had been seriously injured.
Mrs NEV\ITON—TURNER undermined the Licensing objectives of the preven’non of crime and disorder and
public safety by not ensuring Pohoe were phoned on the night of this incident. She was present at the tlme
~and must have been aware that numerous people were fighting, many of whom were drunk, disorderly and
had besn customers in the premises. One of her door staff had been seriously assauited and doubtless other
assaults were taking place. She and her staff at the premises completely lost control of a significant number
of their customers.
| asked Mrs NEWTON-TURNER if she had.a refueals register in the premises, she seemed unsure as fo
~what | meant and asked for clarification. | explained that this was a register usually kept at the bar area for
staff to record instances when they refuse to serve / sell alcohol to customers due to drunkenness or other

feasons, eg; proxy / underage sales. As well as recording why they refuse fo sell alcohol staff can add
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comments re any additional action they took, eg: offéring a drink of water to the customer, notifying the DPS,

.. She said that she did not have such a reglster | recommended that using one at the premlses would
be good practice. She explained that if a customer Is refused sale of alcohol the process at the premises is
that bar staff will ca\t for a member of door staff who will then deal with the customer, | then asked her if there
had been any refueals for sale of alcohol to any customers on the night of the incid‘ent, she confirmed that
there had not. | .

During our visit Mrs NEV\I_'I“ON—TURNER said that since they had started to reduce the volume of the music
from 01:45 hours onwards this had had a better effect on people when leaving the premises at closing time.
She sald that she had not wanted to admit to Police that previous advice they had given her had been right,

Mrs NEWTON-TURNER's husband, Mr Julian TURNER arrived at the premises and at our request showed
us various different pieces of CCTV footage from a nu mber of cameras on site. tsaw footage from the front
entrance lobby of the club which showed the suspect for the serious assault entering the premises
approximately 1 hour and 50 minutes prior to when the incident occurred. | then viewed more footage from
the entrance lobby which showed two males being physically removed the premises by door staff. They were

lead through the doors from the bar / dance floor area and out of the front entrance of the premises. Several

seconds later at least 15 — 20 customers quickly followed them out of the premises. | then viewed footage

which showed the two ejected males being removed by door staff in to the road outside the front gates. |
then saw a large number of customers quickly move out through the front gates in to the road and a
‘considerable number of them then started fighting with each other. | saw people punching, kicking, grabbing,
pushing, pulling and dragding each other. Several different fights took place within relatively close proximity
of the premises, the nearest being at the Taxi rank on the opposite side of the road to the front of the
premises. | would estimate 45 — 50 people were outside the premises. Aside from those who were fighting a
number of people were stood nearby watching,-some were gesturing in aggressive ways that appeared tobe
an attempt to goad or intimidate otners. A male stood by the entrance gate was looking and laughing at what
was taklng plaoe and chatting excitedly with a female stood next to ntm. | noticed a number of people
appeared to be unsteady on their feet; for example a male was bent forward at the waist apparently trylng to
pick something up off the ground He suddenly swayed to his right as if he was about to fall over and then

staggered and managed to remain upright. He then ran, albeit unsteadlly at a-group in front of hlm and as he

reached them he immediately started fighting. | saw another male who was unsteady on his feet and

appeared { olding on to a person next to him. He had one of his arms around the other person and
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seemed to be leaning on them as if to stop himself from losing his balance. In my professional capacity as a

Police officer | am used to seeing this kind of booy language and movement in people who are diunk. | saw
several people apparently being held back by others to prevent them from engaging or re-engaging in the
fight. | saw a number of SIA door staff from the premises leave the front gate and go in to the road to deal
with the fight. Mrs NEWTON-TURNER was also out in the road, however having viewed the CCTV'in my
opinion she wolld have had the opportunity to phone for Police and ambulance herself or ask someone else
to do so on her behalf. In the meeting PC RUSH and | had with Mrs NEWTON-TURNER on 10™ June 2016
we had advised her as the DPS not to “dual role” as SIA door staff, There is a tendency when people dual
role in this way that they become d|stracted by getting mvolved in door staff roles to the extent that they
loose focus on maintaining proper management and control of the premises. The letter that was sent to Mrs
‘NEWTON-TURNER on 13% June 2016 also contained advice not to dual role.

| am seriously concerned about the way “that the Trek club s being operated by Mrs NEWTON-TURNER.
Customers are being allowed to become drunk whilst in the premises, often to excess and often in significant
numbers, as the incident on 11t September showed. Police officers, including myself have tried to work with
Mrs NEWTON:?TURNER to bring about a change in the way the premises is being operated. She has been
given a lot of advice by myself and other colleagues on the Licensing Team. She has become angry with us
over our interventions and she has disputed that Police have any evidence at all of incidents occurring at or

associated with the Trek. There has been no apparent improvement at the prem|see and |nc|dents 1nvo|vmg

ey b

drunk customers and crime and dlsorder have continued to occur. The Way that the Trek has been operated

- falls way below the standards expected at a Licensed premises. Due fo comments made by Mrs NEWTON—
TURNER Police have been lead to believe that incidents occurring at the premises are not being reported by
staff and that she is not being open and honest with us. The assault-that occurred on 14 September 2016
was a serious crime- that resulted in signiﬂcaht and potentially life changing injuries to a male who works at
the premises. The assault took place while serious disorder was occurring directly otltside the premises
in'volving customers Wh.O had been in there and as a result | am of the professional opinion that a summary
review is both proportionate and necessary. .

Due to the concerns of the Police following the serious incident on 11t Septembet‘ & while the evidence for
the summary review was being prepared officers were specifically tasked to pafrof at the Trek when open

and in surrounding roads after closing fime to monitor the egress of customers around the town, In spite of

this anot - associated with the premises unfortunately occurred on Sunday 18/09/16 as referred to
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Age ifunder18: Over18  (ifover18insert‘over 18) Occupation:  Police officer

This statement (consisting of - 5 page(s) each signed by me) is true to the best of my knowledge
and belief and | make it knowing that, if it is tendered in evidence, | shall be liable fo prosecution if | have

wilfully state thing in it, which | know to be false or do not believe to be true. ‘
Signature: Date 3™ Qctober 2016

Tick if witness evidence is visually recorded (supply witness details on rear)

This statement is produced further to the one which | wrote on 15t September 2016 regarding the Trek
Nightclub, Seaford. ,

| have viewed the evidence contained in the review application for Trek nightclub and | submit this statement
to confirm where the evidence has originated from and to clarify it's contents. Below are a number of
incidents referred to in the review application.

On Saturday 21t November 2015 Police received a call from a female reporting her husband had been
involved in a fight at the Trek during which his wallet was stolen. Police records state the male had been in
the club and was involved in a scuffle at the bar & officers said it was likely that the theft occurred whilst the
male was drunk. The male told Police he was not a grass, did not want officers to check CCTV at the

premises and would not give any further details; the investigation was filed without any suspects being
identified. '

On Sunday 27" December 2015 three calls were made to Police as follows. At 02:26 hrs a local resident
reported people fighting, at 02:34 hrs door staff reported an aggressive male and said he was very drunk,
kicking off at staff, threatening everyone & pushing people. At 02:58 hrs a female reported a male refusing to
leave her home address & told officers they had argued about his drunkenness and aggressiveness at the
Trek earlier on. It is possible that the second and third call related to the same incident and owing to. the
male's drunk and aggressive state he has caused problems both at the Trek and elsewhere lateron.

On Sunday 7" February 2016 three calls were made to Police at 01:04 hrs, 01:11 hrs and 01:40 hrs. Police.
reports show that the first two calls were from a female who was shouting and swearing & claimed she had
been assaulted by a bouncer at the Trek. The Police call handler dealing with one of the calls described the
called as clearly very intoxicated. The third call was a female reporting she has been assaulted by another
female. Police records show that the female she named as the suspect for the assault was the female who
made the first two calls to Police. Staff at the Trek were aware of the assault as they separated the suspect
and victim and ejected the suspect from the premises, however staff did not phone for Police.

On 14t February 2016 at 02:15 hours Police received a call from a local resident reporting a large fight.
Police officers attended and came across a large group of people & they deemed it suitable to take some of

them back to Newhaven. Although nobody made any allegations of assault to Police that does not mean a
fight did not occur.

At 01:24 hours on Saturday 20" February 2015 a male who was on Pubwatch was refusing to leave the -
premises. Reports state that this was not the only time the male had breached his ban at the Trek.

On Sunday 28" February 2016 at 00:22 hours Police received a call from a resident reporting two drunk
males outside their house having a heated argument. Police reports for this incident state that the males
were drunk and a 3¢ male came out the Trek and encouraged the other two males to go back to the
premises. A male then urinated in the informant’s porch.

At 02:39 hours on Sunday 20% Maréh 2016 a male reported that his daughter had been assaulted by a
female in the smoking area of the Trek. She had been punched in the faggand fell to the ground where she
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had passed out briefly, which she sald may have been due to the amount of alcohol she had drunk. Police
records of the incident make no mention of staff at the Trek taking any action, eg: no welfare of the victim, no

ejection of violent or drunk customers and no calls were made by staff at the premises for either Police or an
ambulance to attend the location.

On Sunday 3 April 2016 at 01:20 hours Sussex ambulance reported to Police that they were attending an
unconscious male at the Trek who had a head injury. This was the second time in two consecutive weeks
that a person had become unconscious af the premises & Police concluded assauits had occurred on both
occasions. Staff at the premises did not phone for police.

At 02:07 hours on Saturday 9" April 2016 a doorman at the premises reported to police that a female had
been assaulted by another female. Police reports show that the victim provided a statement and attended

medical appointments including x-rays for her injuries. Unfortunately the suspect for this assault was never
identified.

On Sunday 17" April 2016 three calls were made to Police. At 02:11 hrs a resident reported 20 people
fighting, they had come from the Trek which had just closed. Also at 02:11 hrs another resident reported 6
males pushing, fighting and swearing outside the Trek. At 02:14 hrs another resident reported a male was
being pinned against a wall. The Trek regularly closes at 02:00 hours on a Saturday night going in to a
Sunday morning. These fights occurred very soon after closing time and in very close proximity to the
premises yet no members of staff from the Trek phoned for Police.

On Sunday 1=t May 2016 at 02:34 hours patrolling Police officers were in Blatchington road when they saw a
male lying on the pavement a relatively short distance from the Trek. Police reports state the male had been
assaulted, he had been unconscious for about 2 minutes, had head injuries and was vomiting. His injuries
were subsequently confirmed to be sufficiently serious to be recorded as grievous bodily harm. He was with
3 other people, all of the group had been in the Trek and all were drunk. Officers described the victim as
extremely intoxicated and shouting and swearing & another person in the group as extremely intoxicated and
was constantly in the way and falling asleep drunk in the street. The victim subsequently refused to provide a
statement to Police or grant them access to his medical records and the investigation was filed.

At 02:13 hours on Sunday 8" May 2016 a local resident phoned Police reporting there were 60 people in the
street, there had been a massive fight, one person was lying on the floor & the people had come from the
Trek nightclub. Police reports state that a male victim sustained a deep cut to his head which needed fo be
glued. This amounted to an offence of wounding which means a breaking of all the layers of the skin. The
victim subsequently did not want any further involvement from police and would not comment further, As a
result the investigation was filed.

This was the second consecutive week in which a serious assault occurred. Staff from the Trek did not call
Police about either of these incidents; the people involved in them had been customers at the premises. The
incidents occurred in close proximity to the premises and not long after closing time.

Owing to serious concerns | had about the number of incidents, assaults and apparent drunkenness
associated with the premises | asked PC RUSH to arrange a meeting for us with the premises licence holder
/ designated premises supervisor, Mrs yvonne NEWTON-TURNER. This meeting took place on 10 June
2016 & is referred to in my previous statement.

At 02:28 hours on Saturday 18" June 2016 a local resident phoned police reporting that people who had just
come out of the Trek were fighting and someone was throwing rocks. This incident occurred 8 days after PC
RUSH and | had met with Mrs NEWTON-TURNER when we had advised her that she needed to look
“specifically at the way the premises was operated around closing time and the dispersal of customers.

| received a letter dated 2204 July 2016 from Quality Barwells Solicitors, a copy of which is attached to the
evidence for the review application.

At 02:15 hours on Sunday 24t July 2016 Police received a call from a local resident reporting a massive fight
involving forty people, someone on the ground and people crying. Six further calls were made to Police
about this incident on the night. Police report state that as officers arrived they could see a large group of
people running away. 40+ people were surrounding a male on the floor outside the Trek, police tried to
disperse the group with no success and they were all extremely drunk and excitable. The victim, who police

hly intoxicated, sustatned a number of injuries, the most serious of these was a fractured
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cheekbone. In my opinion and from Policing experience the injuries were sufficiently serious to amount to
grievous bodily harm.

At 02:04 hours on Saturday 20t August 2016 Police received a call from a local resident reporting that
people leaving the Trek were screaming threats of violence against each other. A further four calls were
made to Police about this situation which appeared to escalate in to a fight, shouting, screaming, threats to
kill, someone being kicked on the floor, punching and kicking each other. This incident occurred in close
proximity to the Trek and within only 4 minutes of their closing time yet no one from the premises phoned for
Police. Police records state that Police CCTV witnessed a few punches thrown which therefore corroborates
a fight taking place. Police officers attended the location in response to the calls and stated that there were a
number of people in the street but none were fighting. It is impossible to state whether or not the people
officers saw in the street were those referred fo in the calls made to Police, however officers described raised
voices and general drunken behaviour by this group.

At 01:58 hours on Sunday 215t August 2016 Police received a call from a member of door staff at the Trek

reporting that they had detained a male for assaulting a female. Police records state that when officers
attended the premises and spoke to the female she was very drunk.

At 02:50 hours on Sunday 18t September 2016 a Police officer called via their Police radio that they needed
another Police unit to join them and they had arrested someone for assauilt causing actual bodily harm.
Police records state that while officers were transporting the suspect to Eastbourne Police custody he spent
most of the journey being verbally abusive to them; he attempted to smash his head on the car window so an
officer had to restrain him to prevent him causing damage to the car or injuring himself. He was too drunk
and violent to be given his rights when he arrived at custody & had to be taken directly to a cell. Whilst in
custody the following observations of the male were added to the custody log: at 03:35 hours he was kicking
and punching his cell door, at 03:49 hours he was walking around his cell being verbally aggressive, at 04:02
hours he was seen to run at his cell door and start banging it.

Customers have routinely been allowed to become drunk whilst at the premises, often to excessive levels.
When they have left the premises many have become involved in incidents, some have been assaulted,
some have committed assaults, many have engaged in drunk, disorderly and ant-social behaviour and fights.

In light of this public safety has clearly been put at significant risk and a disproportionate number of incidents
involving crime and disorder have occurred at the premises.
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Statementof:  Hannah Elizabeth Rush
Age if under 18:  Ov18 (if over 18 insert ‘over 18) Occupation:  Police Constable DR403
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This statement (consisting of 3 page(s) each signed by me) is true to the best of my knowledge
and belief and | make it knowing that, if it is tendered in evidence, | shall be liable to prosecution if | have
wilfully stated anything in it, which | know to be false or do not belleve fo be true.

Signature:..

Date 20" September 2018

Tick if witness evidence is visually recorded l— (supply witness details on rear)

| am a police officer of thirteen years' experience, the last six of which | have been deployed on the
alcohol harm reduction unit. | am assigned to Lewes District and | have passed the BIIAB national

licensing qualification level two for licensing practitioners.

As reflected in the Summary Licence Review application, on Friday gh July 2016 at 23:00hrs |
attended The Trek in order to carry out a licensing check. Mrs Newton-Turner was present along
" with ‘in house’ door staff [Kr#+s Rexx - Jrvid GEriersBnd head door man J¥*** R¥FEERE Shel directly
said to me, whilst in the presence and hearing of her door staff, that she had told her staff “NOT
;I‘O CALL POLICE ANYMORE”, and that “IT OBVIOUSLY GOES AGAINST US". | took this to
" mean that she had given instructions to her door staff not to report ahy further incidents to police
because of what she perceived to be a detrimental effect on her premises. | was at the premises
f_or around 45-50 minutes and at the end of our conversation, whilst still in the presence and
hearing of door staff, Mrs Newton-Turner stated that “WELL OF COURSE MY HUSBAND AND |
ARE IN THE ROTARY CLUB, WE DO A LOT OF WORK FOR CHARITY AND THE
COMMUNITY, SO GOOD LUCK FINDING A COUNCILLOR WHO DOESN'T KNOW US". | took
this to mean that they knew all the local councillors and that if the process ended in review then the

police would lose due to the couples’ connections.

"mga11(t) /2007




ﬁC_pntinuagl_on of statementof Hannah Elizabeth Rush

SUSSEX POLICE . ' MG11

© " (when complete)
WITNESS STATENENT

(CJ Act 1967, 5.9, MC Act 1980, ss.5A(3) (a) and 5B: Criminal Procedure Rules 2005, Rule 27.1 .
11U(T)

On Sunday ;l1t“ September 2016 at around 01:45hrs Police received reports of fifty people fighting
in the street. When officers arrived at the location they stated that they could not leave the scene to-
arrest the main suspect as they were having to intervene in other fights which were breaking out in
all directions in front of them. A mergber of door staff at the premises was seriously assaulted with
injuries that were later confirmed to be a fractured eye socket, fractured cheek bone, broken nose,
ruptured eye membrane and loss of movement and some sight out of one eye, these injuries are
consistent with Grievous Bodily Harm. A male was arrested on the night shortly after the incident
for this assault. A second member of door staff was also ase;aulted during the fight, which was
recorded as assault occasioning Actual Bodily Harm; his injuries consisted of ligament and muscle
damage to his jaw. Due to the seriousness of this incident a meeting was arranged with Mrs

Newton-Turner at The Trek in order to view, seize and obtain CCTV and other evidence in relation

_ to this assault. This meeting took place on Monday 12" September at 15:15hrs and was attended

by myself, PS Vokins and LO Ms Wolfe and later on, the DPS'’s husband, Mr Turner, who is also a

director of the Trek Club Limited. During this visit Mrs Newton-Turner said that she thought a lot of

the recent fighting that had been taking place at the premises was between rival males from
Seaford and Peacéhaven who seemed to have territorial issues, but she admitted she had no
evidence of this. Mrs Newton-Turner then stated that she had asked her DJ to turn the music down
from 01:45hrs to a lower volume and calmer genre on the advice of the police during the meeting
on the 10" June 2016 (we had actually req-ue.sted she do this at 01:30hrs). She told us she did not
want to admit that she had been wrong but said that it had indeed helped the customers leave the
premises in a calmer manner. She told us that she had n<') idea who had called the Police or the
ambulance on the night her two door staff were injured. No calls were recorded from any staff

member at The Trek. There was still blood on the floor of the premises from the victim when we

made our visit. We managed to view most of the footage of the night in question with Mr Turner’s
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assistance. The footage showed two males being ejected from the dance floor by door staff out on
to Blatchington road. These males were followed in quick succession by approximately thirty
people who had exited the club after them. Almost immediately 1 could see fights break out in
various locations along Blatchington road by the people who had just left the premises. As soon as
one fight stopped another would start. | could not count the amount of fights | witnessed as there
were so many, let alone any that occurred out of view of the cameras. There were clear signs of
public disorder, violence and drunkenness. It was a chaotic scene and the door staff were wildly
outnumbered. Public safety was clearly being put at risk. Throughout this time customers are still

seen to be moving freely in and out of the club. The whole incident was horrifying to watch.

e
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Statement of.  Hannah Rush

Age ifunder 18: Ov18 (if over 18 insert ‘over 18') Occupation;  Police Constable DR403

This statement (consisting of 7 page(s) each signed by me) is true to the best of my knowledge
and belief and | make it knowing that, if it is tendered in evidence, | shall be liable to prosecution if | have

wilfully stated anything in it, which | know to be false or do not believe to be true.
Signature: _ Date 13" September 2016

Tick if witness evidence is visually recorded (sup5678741°ply witness details on reat)

Further to my statement | wrote on the 20" September 2016 | have the following to add.

On Friday 20% May 2016 at around 23:00hrs | attended the Trek ciub and spoke to the head door
man. | asked if Mrs Newton-Turner was available, but he told me that she was not. Whilst | was

there | carried out general checks. | wanted clarification on two past incidents that had taken place

at the premises where police officers had told me had not been covered by CCTV. One incident

which took place on 7" February at 01:04hrs was of two females fighting by a photo booth, the
police officer who attended the club was told by door staff that the CCTV did not cover this area. |
asked the door staff where a photo booth would have been situated inside the club; He told me that
was in the lounge and therefore would have been covered by the system. | then asked about
another incident on the 3 April 2016 at 01:20hrs where a male was found to be uncon’scious by
the side of the premises. The area pointed out to me was not covered by the cameras| reminded

staff about not allowing drunk people into the premises and to be mindful of customer’s intoxication

levels and the law around not serving to drunks and that | would contact Mrs Newton-Turner during

the following week.

On Saturday 21% May 2016 | received an email from Mrs Newton-Turner explaining her dismay

and disappointmentwith my ‘damaging’ visit to the premises on the 20" May 2016. She stated that

mg11() 9/2007




_Cintinuation of statement of PG Hannah Rush DR403

SUSSEX POLICE MG11
(when complete)

WITNESS STATEMENT

(CJ Act 1967, 5.9; MC Act 1980, $8.5A(3) (a) and 5B: Criminal Procedure Rules 2005, Rule 27.1 -
’ 11(T)

my visit had seriously affected her staff and their morale. | found this to be very confusing and
disappointing as | could not understand the anger that was being directed at me in the email. | had
completed a perfectly normal licensing visit, checking details that I would in any licensed premises.
| found it concerning that a DPS had reacted in this way, | also thought it be to highly
unprofessional response for someone who should be promoting the licensing objectives. A copy of

this email is attached to my statement.

Due to a number of violent incidents associated with the premises over a period of time 1 invited
Mrs Newton-Turner into Seaford Policé Station for a meeting in order to discuss our concerns. On
Friday 10" June 2016 at 14:00hrs this meeting took place. | made contemporaneous notes of what
was discussed during the meeting as did PS Vokins. During this meeting | did not see Mrs Newton-
Turner write anything down. In my opinion Mrs Newton-Turner spent the first two. hours of our
meeting being extremely defensive, angry and hostile however by the time we had gone through a
number of occurrences associated with the premises with her, [ was under the impression that Mrs
Newton-Turner was starting to understand the serious issues at the premises, the times they were
taking place, and the reasons for our concern. We made a number of suggestions to Mrs Newton-
Turner regarding our concerns. | then formally requested an Action Plan. Minutes of which can be

found in the evidence bundle.

On Monday 13" June 2016 a letter, undersigned by myself and PS Vokins, was sent to Mrs
Newton-Turner at the Trek outlining our concerns covered in the meeting and formally requesting
an action plan for the following areas; Dispersal Policy, SIA Deployment Plan, Training for Staff

regarding the sale of alcohol and an increase in the number of searches conducted as a condition

of entry.

(4% June 2016 | received an email from Mrs Newton-Turner, which was also
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sirculated to other Seaford Pubwatch members, stating that due to the way the Police had treated
her and the circumstances around her resignation, the person who was going to take over
Pubwatch as Chair had now décided against it, and therefore Pubwatch was now disbanded. This
caused me to feel a real concern as the Pubwatch system has always worked well, and | was
worried _that premises who would suffer, let alone the damage it would cause when people
currently serving a ban found out and took advantage of the situation. In my opinion her actions
undermined and destabilised the existing good work of the Seaford Pubwatch scheme and is not
what would be expected of a responsible licensee who is duty bound to promote the licensing

objectives.

On Tuesday 14" June 2016 Mrs Newton-Turner sent me an email which included her Action Plan
along with three other attachments, being ‘our drugs policy’ which literally was a sheet of paper
upon which was written "OUR DRUGS POLICY. NO DRUGS”, a document containing a list of staff
training (Fire Drill and staff training) and a notice to the DJ asking him to tone down the music at
01:45hrs.. Mrs Newton Turner admits in her action plan under ‘SIA' that she has virtually nothing to
do with the bar during opening hours due to her acting as a door supervisor. She also states that
searching is the least effective form of finding drugs and that in 31 years there has only been
around five items found that could be described as ‘weapons'. All the documents are contained

within the evidence bundle.

On Tuesday 14" June 2016 | received an email from PC Owen. Who was investigating a complaint
against a member of door staff on Saturday 28" May 2016. PC Owen told me that Mrs Newton-
Turner had been uncontactable. When CCTV was finally provided it did not show the offence, in

fact it was only two minutes long and showed nothing at all. Mrs. Newton-Turner then said she was

i re CCTV as the system over writes every nine days and blamed police for the
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delay. PC Owen was exiremely annoyed with the attitude of Mrs Newton-Turner and her lack of

help in providing this crucial evidence when a member of her door staff had had a complaint made

against him.

On Wednesday 22" June 2016 at 13:33hrs | sent an email to Mrs. Newton-Turner introducing Ms.
Wolfe as the new Licensing Officer taking over the district of Lewes and requesting a date that a
meeting could be set up for an introduction. | also requested CCTV for an incldent that took place

on the 18" June 2016. This email is included in the evidence bundle.

On Thursday 23 June 2016 | received a lengthy email from Mrs. Newton-Turner covering several
topics. Including a dispute that a reduction in her opening hours could be achieved by a minor
variation. Confirming her status as a front line door supervisor and her ability to employ SIA staff
directly. A past incident involving the alleged dismissal of a police Inspector (which was untrue)

and confirming the date for a meeting. A copy of this email is also included in the evidence bundle.

On 25% June 2016 Mrs Newton-Turner sent me an email regarding the collection of CCTV by

another licensing officer. A copy of which is contained in the evidence bundle.

On 26" June 2018 Mrs Newton-Turner sent me another email regarding setting a date for a
second meeting and including the fact that she wanted Sue Lindsey from the Licensing department
of the Councll invited along with Mr. Alan Sidders from Marc One security. A copy of which is

included in the evidence bundle.

On 27" June 2016, | received an email from Mrs Newton-Turner confirming that Mr. Sidders could

make the meeting on the 11 July 2016. A copy of which is included in the evidence bundle.

On Monday 11" July 2016 a meeting was held at The Trek club with Mrs Newton-Turer, Mr

Turner, Mr Alan Sidders (Marc One Security), Sue Lindsey (Lewes District Licensing Officer), PS
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Vokins CV1486, Licensing Officer Cathie Wolfe and myself. During this meeting | directly asked
Alan Sidders how he felt that his staff had been told to Inot to call the Police in the event of an
incident. He wasn’t able to answer my question as he was over spoken. However | felt strongly that
he should know what his staff had been directed to do by Mrs Newton-Turner. It became clear
through the meeting that Mrs Newton-Turner now disputed the incidents raised by the police. The
meeting almost prematurely ended at this juncture as it would be hard to continue the meeting or
make any progress. Eventually it was agreed that a third meeting would be set up between Mrs
Newton-Turner, Miss Lindsey and Ms Wolfe simply to discuss the incidents one by one. | remipded_
Mrs Newton-Turner that drugs should not be kept on the premises and that police needed to be
informed as soon as practicable after finding or seizing drugs. She was not to walk them down to
the police station and PS Vokins asked Mrs Newton-Turner to remove the line under one of her
signs in the iobby which stated something to the effect of ‘drugs will be walked to the Police Station
as and when Yvonne is able’. Mrs Newton-Turner also said that she had been told in the previous
meeting with PS Vokins and |-that she had been told to ‘self police’ which was not the case.
However we pointed out to her that Police could not be expected to be outside her nightclub on a
permanent basis and that we were not there to run or secure her premises or look after the drunks

when the club had closed as management of the premises is her responsibility.

On Tuesday 12" July at 19:01hrs | received an email from Mrs. Newton-Turner containing a copy
of her own minutes from the meeting the day before. A document entitled ‘Calendar of events

Police Threats’ and information in regards to the use of her CCTV. A copy of which is included in

the evidence bundle.

On Friday 15" July 2016 Mrs Newton-Turner attended Seaford Police Station and handed in two

sealed police evidence bags containing two separate amounts of drugs which had been seized at
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The Trek on 9" and 10% July 2016, despite being given clear advice by me to call the Police as

soon as possible to prevent drugs being stored in the premises and not to personally deliver the

drugs to the Police Station.

On the 24 July 2016 | received an email from PC Daniel regarding the assault on a male outside
the Trek on the same date. He told me that it took the attending officers two hours fo disperse
people from The Trek and that he heard talk of organised fights between groups, whom he had to
follow around the fown in order to prevent any more violence taking place. He also confirms that a
baseball bat was seen and that other weapons such as screwdrivers and knives were mentioned.
In a further email dated the 27 July 2016 PC Daniel goes onto say that it seemed as though the
nightélub had come out onto the street, spilt 50/50 and then wanted to fight each other. He states

they were definitely drunk. A copy of this email is included in the evidence bundle.

On 25% July 2016 at 12:34hrs | received an email from Mrs Newton-Turner regarding the serious
assault that took place on the 24" July 2016 where a male victim received injuries consistent with
grievous bodily harm. She mentions the controversy over the jurisdiction of her cameras. Mrs.

Newton-Turner then states that she is seeking legal advice with Barwells solicitors.

Regarding the serious assault that took place on the 24" July 2016, | went to see the male victim
on Friday 19" August 2016. The male victim told me that he had been inside the Trek Nightclub
before the incident took place on Blatchington road as he was leaving. He told me he considered
himself drunk and said that he had started drinking at a friend’s house and then continued to do so
at the Trek until closing time. The victim showed me a number of photographs he had taken of his
injuries over the course of the days which followed the attack. He permitted me to take screen

shots of these photos, of which | made eight.
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WITNESS STATEMENT
(CJ Act 1967, 5.9; MC Act 1980, s5.5A(3) (a) and 5B: Criminal Procedure Rules 2005, Rule 27.1 i

meeting was attended by myself, PS Vokins and Mrs. Newton-Turner along with various other
licensees. Mrs. Newton-Turner had emailed a list of incidents to the new Chair which had_ taken
place at The Trek during the past few months. Approximately fourteen incidents were briefly raised.
Most of these involved aggressive behaviour and drug possession, several of which had not been
called into Police, including a sexual assault on a member of bar staff, a head-butt on a member of
door staff, an argument between two males on the dance floor and a possession of a suspected
illegal substance. The reason she gave for not calling the police when | asked was that those
particular nights had been really busy, which in my opinion is simply not good enough. Given the
fact that Mrs Newton-Turner was on an action plan for the premises and was well aware of our
concerns around violence at the premises, | could not believe the number of incidents that had not
been called into police. It was clear to me that under the Licensing Act 2003 the licensing
objectives of prevention of crime and disorder and public safety were far from being promoted. In
my opinion Mrs. Newton-Tumer has put public safety at risk and failed to follow the advice that she

has been given by myself, PS Vokins and Mr. Sidders. Her standards have fallen way below what |

would expect from a DPS.

On Tuesday 13" September 2016 | attended the Trek at 08:30hrs and collected two discs
containing the CCTV footage relating to the serious assault on a member of security staff on the
11 September 2016 which had been requested on 12" September 2016. However after viewing
both discs it became abparent that not a||_the footage we had requested had been provided,

including that from within the premises.
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Rush Hannah DR403

From: - The Trek Club N

Sent: : 21 May 2016 17:31

To: : Rush Hannah DR403

Cc: Sue Lindsey

Subject: Your visit to the Trek Club Friday 20th May 2016
Importance: + High

Dear Hannah,

| was quite shocked when | went down to work on Saturday morning following your visit fo the club. |
understand that the Police are unhappy with the way the club is being run, drawing particular attention to trouble
outside the Trek Club and the lack of control over people who you claim we are letting in when drunk or who we
allow to continue drinking until they get drunk.

Please can you furnish me with the dates and incidences relating to the above and the sources of your information
because this is not coming from uniformed Police Officers as far as | know, because we rarely see any of them.

The only singular incident which you commented on was two girls who had a fight in front of the photo booth
inside the club and which my Head Doorman remembered clearly as an inconsequential argument. So where has
that information come from which is completely inaccurate. Certainly not from a uniformed Police Officer as | was
working that night and there were no Police in the club at that time and it simply did not happen. It's a shame you
did not raise it when you were informed as we have very good CCTV coverage of that area so we could have easily
disproved it.

As | understand it you examined the Incident book which shows and assault on a girl on Friday 8% April, 2
accounts of class A on the 9, the removal of an aggressive male on the 15t and two assaults outside on the 7%
May. Not a great many incidences for this period of time and the numbers through the door.

| also understand you questioned the staff about the limits of the control they administer off the Trek Club
property. Legally this has always been a grey area and our general policy has been that they do not go outside of
camera vision because in the past the Police have actually investigated charges of assault by my door staff when
they have been trying to control incidences up the road and they have been accused of assaulting the very people
who have been attacking someone else. So now they are limited to as far as the cameras reach so they are
protected.

As you are aware | have three door staff and myself on a Friday for 53 customers. We now have 4 directly
employed — is off having had a gallstone operation) on a Saturday, one all night contracted in (2 Whils_
is off) and the two doormen from the Shore who come down about 1.30am plus myself. All these for about 250
customers. This is so we can control who comes on to the car park from the gate whilst having a real presence right

through the club: It also ensures that any problems the Shore has had we geta full account of and immediate
identification of the perpetrators.

We have set up What’s App originally Shore to Trek and vice versa and now have rolled it out through Pubwatch-a
much more efficient system than Pubwatch Online but in addition to it not to replace it. :

| have always worked hard to appease everyone and to run the club efficiently and safely, trying hard to work
with the Police and my neighbours. Allegations made against the club relating to violence and litter by one
neighbour was proven to be completely unfounded.. Your comment about the club ‘would not get a licence in
today’s climate’ was probably accurate as the Conservative Policy is to destroy the licensed trade in this country
(because of the problems and culture of binge drinking and drug taking) which is understandable but which was
fuelled by Tony Blair’s.stab at popularity with the idea of 24 hour drinking. However under current licensing laws |
consider | operate a perfectly legal business adhering to all the bench practices of this industry. However
approximately 300 people every week come and enjoy the club and find it a welcome break from the trials and
tribulations of everyday life. Countries where such amenities are not favoured in particular the Scandinavian
countries suffer an enormously high rate of suicides which | believe is the consequence of not being able to let their
hair down. Of course there are always those few people who spoil it all for the rest of us and yes it would probably

1




make the life of the Police Officer easier if there were no late licensed premises or any licensed premises at all and
probably add on to that no football games and so on. Where would it end? Also let’s not forget the taxes, business -
rates and employment this business brings to the local area .

J cannot amplify enough though, the damage that visits like this do to my staff. They have been completely
demotivated. who is newly badged was completely shocked by your attitude and will now have this
as his first experience of a Police Officer dealing with what they see as a problem- no facts, no evidence, just
damming accusations.

The Police just always seem to target the club which they have closed down illegally three times, arrested myself for
trying to pervert the course of justice and in the case of Inspector Brunstrum who took me to court only to lose his
job because of all of his lies, | am wiser now.
i look forward to receiving the information and evidence requested above so that it can be examined and if
possible a better solution found. '
1 would also take this opportunity to advise you that | will be standing down as Chalr of Pubwatch at the next
AGM which is in November due to personal commitments.
Regards,
Yvonne




SUSSEX POLICE MG 11(T)

| | (when complete)

WITNESS STATEMENT
(CJ Act 1967, 5.9; MC Act 1980, s5.5A(3) (a) and 5B: Criminal Procedure Rules 2005, Rule 27.1
vrn| | ]
— -
Statement of: Mazging TIREdLEC
Ageifunder18: ¢i4 (if over 18 insert 'over 18") Occupation: e R e =

This statement (consisting of & page(s) each signed by me) is true to the best of my knowledge
and belief and | make it knowing that, if it is tendered in evidence, | shall be liable to prosecution if I have

wilfully stated anything in it, which Liiow to be false or do not befieve to be true.
Signature: T L Date 19 / 9 / 14

Tick if witness evidence is visually recorded (supply witness details on rear)

On Sunday 18™ September at 01.30 hours, T was on duty in full uniform and had been requested to
visit the Trek 2 nightclub in Seaford to monitor the behaviour of the customess and staff, after a
series of incidents and complaints recently.

My cutrent role within Sussex Police is that of a licensing Police constable assigned to the Wealden
area; I have attained the BIIAB Level 2 National Certificate for Licensing Practitioners.

On arrival at the premises I spoke to Sgt Kevin Leete who was alone outside as his staff had been
called to assist with other calls. I went into the club and spoke to the head doorman who told me
that Yvonne Newton — Turner, the premises licence holder and Designated Premises Supervisor was
not present, as she was away.

There were eight door staff working; some of Mrs. Newton-Turner’s own door staff team, two from
the Shore Bar also in Seaford and another who had been asked to assist by one of the door staff. T
was informed by the head doorman that there were 160 customers in the premises.

I went into the premises and viewed the customers’ behaviour fiom the corner of the bar area. All
drinks were being served in plastic receptacles, the atmosphere seemed fairly fiiendly, although
there was some clear drunkenness, with people staggering, unsteady on their feet. The music was
loud and on my way out I asked the head doorman when the music would be turned down. I was
told 01:45 hours. as the music volume is meant to be gradually lowering, however the doorman
stated he would need to remind the DJ as he forgets to do this.

I then walked out of the club through the courtyard and stood in the street, and monitored the
customers and staff behaviour from there.

The customers were noisy, especially in the smoking area. A couple of times the door staff moved
in when customers became a little too boisterous. I noticed that even at 01.50 hours, people were
still allowed to re-enter the main gate into the courtyard after leaving.

The courtyard and the smoking area wete both extremely noisy, with shouting and even screaming
on occasions. The smoking area is in the front corner of the courtyard and other than a wooden roof,
faitly open plan, making the 30 + persons present sound even louder.

The couttyard has wooden seats scattered around and I would estimate there was between 40-60
people outside the club, at any one time. This is obviously constantly changing as people come out
to smoke and hang around.

Another issue is that the front doors of the club are permanently open. As customers emerge from
the club to smoke or congregate in the courtyard the noise levels increase as the internal doots open,
allowing the sound of the music inside to mix with the noise of the customers in the courtyard area.
I also noticed that people mill around the perimeter wall which backs on to an alleyway; residential
properties are only metres away from this alleyway. ,

There were also sevetal drunk females one of whom was on the point of being sick, obviously
retching, and very pale, helped out of the club to sit on the wall by a friend, with her head between
her legs. Another was crying into her mobile, again very drunk and could hag walk. I monitored

MG11(t) 9/2007
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Page no. 2
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this female as I was concerned for her and saw her eventually stagger across the road and ask a
couple of girls if they could drop her off on their way home.

Whilst outside in the road I could still hear the music coming from the club and finally at 02:00
hours, the music stopped and the customers started to spill out.

By 02.15 hours the doors of the club were closed but the customers were not moving from the
courtyard very quickly, and when they did finally leave, at around 02.30 hours after the door staff
had ushered them out and turned out the flood lights and shut the entrance gate, they seemed to
hover outside the gate, which in a residential area generates a great deal of noise.

T was concerned that thete was several drunk males “play fighting’, which can often escalate to a
full fight, in certain circumstances.

At times, customers would see our uniforms, and come up to us. Most were fairly civil, asking the
usual questions, such as haven’t you. got anything better to do, or asking for a lift home, however 1
saw PS Leete in conversation with one male and his two friends. This male was clearly drunk,
slurring - his words and unsteady on his feet. I cannot recall the conversation as it was mostly
nonsenss, to the point his friends apologised and dragged him away.

Whilst there had been approximately 160 persons in the club, there were now around 100-120
people in the courtyard and the road outside the club. As cars/cabs came down to pick up, myself
and PS Leete would constantly ask people to move out of the way for their own safety.

The door staff did not leave the court yard and seemed reluctant to venture into the road to
encoutage people to move on, This meant by around 02:40 hours there was 40-50 loud people
standing in the road. Taxi’s had been present but ran out by 02.20 hours.

I asked the six doot staff who were behind the gate why they don’t move people on; I was told that
this is a ‘grey area’ and “Yvonne’ (Mrs. Newton-Tutnet) had not given any guidance regarding this.
I explained that possibly having a couple of staff members gently encouraging people to move on
would help the noise and anti-social behaviour issues.

Eventually people moved off noisily up the street towards the town and station. Thete were some
bottles scattered along the street. I cannot confirm if they wete glass or plastic.

At around 02.45 hours I laised with supervision, and did a couple of laps of the town, which now
had numerous groups of the customers from the Trek hanging around waiting for cabs.

As I drove back to Hailsham I heard a report of an assault come in over the radio and for officers to
attend Seaford railway station to deal with the victim who had facial injuries. This incident has now
been linked to the Trek Nightclub as both the victim and the suspect admit they had been drinking
in the club.

I later checked the custody photograph of the male involved in the assault and I can confirm this
was the same petson who had come up to myself and PS Leete outside the club at around 02.25

hours as mentioned earlier in this statement.

Signature Signature witnessed by:

PTO
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WITNESS STATEMENT
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Statement of:  Alan Sidders '

Age if under 18:  Over 18 - (if over 18 Insert ‘over 18) QOccupation:  Operations Manager

This statement (consisfing of - 6 page( } each srgned hy me).is true to the best of my knowledge
and belief 'and | make it knowing that, if it is tendered in evidence, | shall be liable to prosecution: if | have
wilfully stated ‘anything if it, which-| know to be false or do not believe to be true.

Sig nature:

Date 16" September 2016

Tick if witness evidence is vnsually recorded l:‘ (supply witness details on rear)

| am the Sussex area operahons manager for Marc One security. | manage Securlty Industry .
training, hiring of individuals, overseeing premises including how my staff are working, health and
safety legislation, policies and procedures, risk assessments, leave requests, cover and wages. |
supply staff to roughly eight.premises' across the South East including Eastbiourne. | employ
around forty staff. S_taﬁ supply their own uniform although what they wear is stipulated by Marc
One. We do have a small supply of stab vests on hand if they are required for a certain events,

however none of the doors | currently oversee require this level of protection.

For approximately a year | have been supplying a limited number of seeurity induetry trained door
supervisors to a bremises called The Trek in Seaford. On average this r/vould be one individual on -
a 'Friday night and two on a Sa‘turdayl night. between 01:00hrs — 02:00brs andi oh occasion
22'00h'rs—02'00hre For around the paet six months the two .SIA trained males | have sent to the
Trek are JEP J- and Vg Gl Both males work at another premises on a Friday and
Saturday evenrng until 01:00hrs and then they go on to the Trek until closlng time. l ocoasronally- '
cover door supervision across all the premises | supply staff to and | have recently spent a number

~of WeekS workrng at The Trek nlghtclub at the request of Mrs Newton—Turner Mrs Newton-Turner

owns and. runs the Trek. Th s was_ in order to otfer suggestrons to’ make lmprovements for the rest
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of her door staff who are all employed ‘in-house’. | made several suggest'ions for improvements.

The suggestlons I made were to mvest rn body, worn cameras for at least the front door staft For

- staﬁ to adopt sfatic positions within the club itself so that staff are vrsrble and accessible. Opening

both front doors-instead of JUS'[ one and controtllng entry at the front gates and ot at the front

doors to g_ive better controi of who was entering the premises. | wanted more ID checks and

searches to be carried out but | was told that they already knew most of the customers and so this

was not neeessary. Having worked at the nremises for the agreed six weeks | handed the running

of the’ club to the in-house door staff who immediately revertedl back to their previous wo'rking
Bty ;

practices. By immediately | mean the night after | stopped.working there. | am aware that only the

two recommended body worn cameras have been-put into place but they are not used due to no

" harnesses having been purchased. None of my other recommendations have been taken on

board, other than on occasion entry is controlled on the front gates. | also told Mrs Newton-Turner

. that | did not agree with her duel rolling as both SIA and as the DPS. | told her it Was frowned upon

as neither role could be carried out to full capacity and was not considered best practice. | am

aware that she has not taken this advice on board. | have also provided Mrs Newton-Turner Mare .

One incident sheets which are specifically designed and used across all of my venues. All staff use

.them to record a’ny incident and they are uniform across the entire area. My staff also expect to

signin and out at the start and end of their shift in venues which | have complete control over, but

in my experience this is not always the case at 'The Trek. |

On the evening ef the 23 July 2016 | was working at The Trek in the capacity of door supervision.

It must have been around closing time on the 24" July. | was ineide the club when | heard a shout.

, ov_er the radio. It was sornething about ‘Al staff to the gates’ | immediately attended the front gates:

and'sew door supervisbré breaking ub”a large group of males and-one male on the ground who

mgl (1) 9/2007
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was béing‘ atténded to. This was ro'ug'hly by the.'no entry’ sign situated. about 15 metres .from the
front gates of the premises. My personal priority was to attend the male Who was on the gfound as
1 am trained in first gi‘d and he appeared to be unconscious. When | gdt to the male he w'a’s'indeed’-
un'oonsciogs and un.résponsi\'/e. He did however have é pulse and he was breathing. | madé him:
Ias-comfortable as | could given his head injury. | p|aoed him on his left hand side and | could see
blood all over his face, which seemed.,to be coming from an @bvious cut on the'top of his forehead. -
| then became aware that anotﬁer fight was taking place ju;t metres away from me and the injured
male on the lower road of Blatchington. | saw a black 4 x 4 Land Ro_ver parked outside the first
house on the lower road. | heard the doors of the vehicle being slammed shut and saw a male
came frofn that direction carrying what looked like a baseball bat with both hands gripped to it and
" it was being carried toward his right hand side. | did not re;:ognise thislmale i)ut would describe him
as White, around 5ft 5” in height, with shabby dark hair, of slight build. He had no facial hair, |
‘o'annot reéall what he was wéaring and | did not see anything else such as tattoos or piercings
from where | was situated. | had no obstructions to my view and at the closest point | was stood
only three feet away. As soon as | saw the bat | immediately started to move towards him in a
defeﬁsive s’gance. | could hear and see him shou’éing to the group that wére fighting on the lower
road but | cannot recall what he said. Hovlve,Ver he did raise .the baseball bat a.s he was doing this.’l
approached him and instinatively went to grab frie baseball bat from him. Due to having-been
Idealing with thel unconscious male | was wéaring latex gloves which were covéred in the victim's
“blood. As | went to grab the bat | took hold of it but it slipped out of my hand. The male then pulled
" the b;a_t awéy from me and had started to rﬁove it backwards in order td take a swihg at. me. At this
| point | h_eafd somebody shput,“SCREWDRIVER” rwhi<.:h | took to mean another weapon had been
'seen..-The‘sh{)Qt had. come from behihd'mé and with a very quick glace ta could see people

ais point | felt the threat to my personal safety was too high and
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decided to retreat. The-male with the Basebaﬂ bat then turned away from me and headed back.
toward the group_.of males who were still fighting on the lewer part of. Blatchington Road At that
point we de'ciden to stay where welwere and control what we could in the vicinity. | can say that at
"no time during the last five 'years that | have been back working on the doors has anyohe
threatened me with such a Weapon or in fact any weapon tl’iat they have brought with them. 1 wark
at least t\t\to - three nights' at week on the doors and have done so for the past five years. Even with

my experience | was really shocked by this incident and how it could have ended th with the

potential level of violence.

In the early hours of Sunday the 110 Septem;ber 2016 | was working at a club in Eastbourne. |
_ received a text message et 02:‘13h'rs from .who is the wife of one of my dogr staff who works
at the Trek, ‘” She informed me that ‘had been involved in a serious incident at The
. Trek and he was currently waiting on an ambulance. | then received a text message from .
-at 02:20‘hrs who stated that the injuries were worse than first thogght and that "had at
least a broken n:ose and they were sti]l awaiting the ambulance. | continued to receive updates
* from .every twenty minutes until around 05:00hrs. On the afternoon of Sunday 11t September
on hIS way home from the hosp|ta| - came to see me at my home address. He told me the full
extent of hllS lnjunes which included a breken nose, complicated fracture of the cheek bone,
multiple complicate_d fractures of the eye socket and eye ftoor and a. partially deteched eye retina —
the full extent of which would not be known until all the swelling had gene-'down'. He looked areal
state. Further updates from the hospital have informed- that he may not fully recover and ne‘
may-l be left with !tfe changing injUriee; Further consultations are ongoing and surgery is a possiblle

.opti'on. If this heid.happened to someone with'less experience or someone with a smaller build |

have real concerns that we could have been dealtng with a fatality.
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In my proféssional opinion in order to improve the overall standard of the door supervision of the
venue | would need to have complete controll over it. | would have six of my own st'aff at the
mlnimum, probably starting with eight. | would need.Mrs Newton—Turner to stick to her role as DlDS .
and allow me the authority to carry out my duties as | see fit. Even so'l wou_ld say that it would stjll
take at least six months to lmprove the situation at the club. | have such. concerns over this
premises that under seotlon 2 of the 1974 Health and Safety at Work Act in line wrth my duty of
‘care towards my staff I am reviewing the policies, prooeduree and risk assessment for this
premlses. | have to eerlously consider whether it would be appropriate to provide my staff with
additional PPE (personal protective edulpment) including stab vests with blunt force trauma
capability and slash resistant gloves. At none of my other premises has this even had to be a
conslderation. 1 would also eeriously. recommend that Mrs Newton-Turner install an ID scanning _

system, similar to Scan Net. Scan Net would link into Brighton which would be beneficial to the

town being located so close.

With regards to the dispersal at the premises | am aware that Mrs Newton-Turner now turns her
music down at 01:45hrs. | have been made aware that Police recommended this oha-nge to take
pl-ace at 01:30hrs. Alcohol is continued to be served until 02:00hrs and customers are allowed to
take their drinks outside to.the forecourt area to finish them off. If | were to have control of-the
~ premises | WOuld"make sure that no drink vessels of any kind were allowed outside. In fact none of
omy othe'r premlses,allow this to. happen an'd has been the case for many years. | would also
: implement a no entry, re—entry system to the premlses. | WOuld suggest that no entry be made to
_the club after 01: 15hrs and that no. re—entry be made at the same time. So once people have left

the: club they are not allowed to come back in. Another measure | would put in place would be to

have the .front yard use'_cl onl

as a smokrng area and limit the amount of people allowed in this |
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area to around twenty.
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RESTRICTED (when co|

“WITNESS STATEMENT

(CJ Act 1967 8. 9 MG Act 1980 ss. 5A(3) (a) and 5B: Crlmrnal Procedure Rules 2005 Rule 2? 1

LR URNI
. Statement of; — _' o te g
'Age'if under 18; . Oveft 18 (it ova'r 18 'Inserl'over‘llﬁ'). Occupaticn: —

ThlS statement (conslstrng of 12 - page(s) each signed by me) is true ta the best of my knowledge L
and belief and | ake it knowing that, if if is tendered in evidence, | shall be liable fo prosecution if | have"
wilfully s stated anythlng in it, which | know to be’ false or do not believe t6 be true

Signature: (Srgned- | Date -5t September 2016,

: Tlck |fwrtness evidence i is visually recorded | (supply witness deta/ls onrear) .
I am the above named person and reside at the address shown ' overleaf whrch is srtuated in

g BLATCHINGTON ROAD SEAFORD in the County of East Sussex .

*| have lived at this location for nearly. years havrng purchased the property rn October 20. Prror to
this, | have lrved in places such as Brighton and Brixton in South London. When | lived in Brixton | was
working as a_Psychlatrlc Nurse in Camberwell, ‘I am used to living in busy bustiing areas with plenty of noise
from the s'_urrounding. environment at all times of the day and night. When | moved to BLATCHINGTOl\l
ROAD |- assumed | would be living in a quieter area albeit | was aware th_at close by and around .yards ;
further along from my house is a licensed premises called "THE THEK 'which operates as a nightclub. The
main gated entrance to the front courtyard of THE TREK is approxrmately. yards further down the h|ll from
my front dooron the same side of the road. Outside the main gated entrance to THE TREK is the area used
as a taxi rank where customers are picked up and dropped .off. (End of Page One — Signed -

-. Leadrng from the taxi rank area outsrde the front of the prem|ses gates there is another.one way

street, whrch runs parallel to my street but above it, which takes you back towards Seaford town centre
When THE TREK nrghtclub closes at 0200 hours on Saturday and Sunday mornrngs durrng the clearlng out

process the customers often congregate at the bottom of the hrll of the upper one way street and this is

* whére the problems begln '
. When | purchased my property |'wasn 't nalve to thrnk that 1 wouldn’t experren.ce any noise dunng the early
hours emanatrng from customers leaving THE TREK at closrng tlme | expected an element of nolse from
people leavrng a nearby nightclub, but as l felI in love with the area and the ambrance, an element of noise |
was somethmg | could accépt, butwhatl have come to experience over. the past.years is certainly not what ‘
|- antlcrpated and is. completely unacceptable. EVery weekend on a regular basrs the customers that leave

THE TREK nightelub are rnvanably very drunk or mtoxrcated and more often than not, they are a‘ggr’essrve'

MG11(t) 9/2007 - .
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'I-:'Contlnuatlon of statement of — L ' :
and behawng like animals, which lndicates tu me that they are aiso under the lanUence ef controlled
' substances Thell behav our the aggress:on the ttghtlng and 1Dmonths orso ago havmg wltnessed drugs '.
W belng snorted by people leavmg THE TREK 1nd dlrectly oppc |te my house thts type of behavlour coupled :
wrth the regular v10lence norse alcohol related dlsorder shoutlng and swearing and qcneral level of |
'dlsruptlon is not what l had antlcrpated would oceur.on a regutar (t:nd of Page Two - Slgned—
- —) baSls every Fnday and Saturday mght dunng the eally hoiirs. | am. famlllar wrth the: cffects and
5’ lmpact of current recreatlonal drug mrsuse and persons behaviour,. as, professlonally | halse thh
5 - who are the Bnghton and Hove Substanse M|sUse Sewrce and as such l can ldentlfy persuns
| who behaVe in a more v1o|ent and/or dlSIl’lhlblted manner When | say dlSInhlblted l can mclude types of
behavnour such as lack. of bodlly functions and sexual mhlbltrons Given that the propertles along my street @
are’ very olose to the road as there is a very narrow pavement on a regular] ba51s over most weekends l have
expenenced customers havrng left THE TREK havmg sex in my front doorway, defecatlng on my doorstep, :
banging my front wnndow standmg and dnnklng in my doorway for sometrmes up fo 30 mlnutes shoutlng
and sweanng and vomltlng outsrde of my front door ! regularly hear conversatlons between males and
. females and often same sex couples relatlng fo havmg sex and thls usually results in persons trylng to
persuade the other person into havmg sexual mtercourse and all outsrde my front door. Since April 2016 the

,defecatlng has slightly subsided as | instalied a-around that time. The rest of the behaviour stil

'contlnues as persrstent as ever, Thls isn't somethrng that | expenence on my own thrs is a huge ongomg
problem which affeots everyone along my street

The drunkenness of customers leavmg THE TREK is qu|te obv10us given thelr behavrour the levels of
dlsorder and chaos the fact that many of them are staggerlng along the road often fallrng over- (End of Page

. Three - Srgne_ due to the leVels of intoxication. This often happens even when THE
'TREK is, havmg a quleter evenmg in terms. of numbers of customers Last Fnday nrght lnto Saturday
'mornrng, at around 0230 hours l was woken up by a group of people trymg to persuade a youhg' female to-
go back to thelr house She was. falllng over and staggenng around due to her drunkenness and they were _
concerned for her She was shoutlng and screamlng and they Were trylng to get her to calm down l have '
_" some worse than th|s female and even on. qulet nlghts at THE TREK f am still always woken up by n0|se
v10lence shoutrng and screamlng or stmrlar , _
On 4 regular baSlS when groups of males and females congregate at the bottom of the hlll and walk up |

" towards the town centre amongst the drunken and drug—fuelled chaos and mayhem the men take thelr

“Signature . S hE _ w2 M Slgnaturewjtnessed_by:-
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(‘ontlnuatlor'. of statoment of - : : _
shuts oﬁ as I see them start ﬁghts and behave like anlmals The removal of shirts and general violence and

oomrnonts by mdwrduals about cdmrnlttlng vrolenoe has got worse over recent months On one weekend in:

August 2016 lhore was a vsly fnghtenlng 1ncrdent Wthh oorurred outsrde of T HE TRLK | was woken up by . ]

the screesh of a black 4 x. 4 vehrrle whloh came to a stop followmg some vely loud i ghtmg in the road. -

' Although | dldn tsee exaotly what happened | am tolcl that a oouple of men got out of the Vehlcle armed with '_
a baseball bat The vehrclo was pat ked atan angle and half mountlng the pavement—
The srtuatlon for the past.years is that I have not had an unbroken nrght‘s sleep, every srngle weekend of .
the year | anhcrpate that (End of Page Four Slgned _} this will continue, ‘The situation

: remalns mtolerabte and l say thls as someone who s very tolerable level—headed and easy— gorng lm not

' someone who oomplarns a lot or twitches the otutalns and l am not agarnst people enJoymg themselves and
' ,havmg a good t|me butl have been pushed beyond the fimit. 1 have lost count of the: number of fimes | have

Aheard the sound of a skull hlttlng the tarmac on the road outsrde and seelng a person lay motlonless for a
few mlnutes Thankfully most of the tlme the lhlelduals get back up unaffected or'so it seems. My main
worry is that one day someone wrll be assaulted and killed glVen the f|ght|ng and aggression displayed by
some |nd|V|duals who leave THE TREK who are under the influence of drink and/or drugs. Qulte of‘ten there
is-an element of voyeunsm as persons Ieave THE TREK and seem to enjoy congregatlng in order to watch
the wolence. The whole thlng seems to me, as if some people go to THE TREK to have a punch up' at the
.end of the nlght Thls |s blgger than Just a core of people and is lndlcated by thelr oonversatlons about hitting

h people Lots of males who leave THE TREK at 0200 hours seem very ‘pumped-up’ and lookmg for vrolence

_and removmg their shlrts

5 Thls'was shortly

: after movmg ‘into] my house 1 beheve the lady who owns the premises is called YVONNE Sholtly after
| .mowng in, around 20.“ | was trylng to resolve the
P Iprobloms by using a softly softly or~dpproaoh “g nd -
of Page Five - Stgned_ Yvonne inferred strongly, —

that the pollce were lacklng in support of managing the situation at olosmg time and that her . door staff’

werent permltted to, leave the’ gated area outside of her premrses m ]

o —lhe evenlng involving the black 4 x 4 motor vehrole and mention of a baseball bat, wh|oh

was in August 2016 T ‘nat was the on!y time: | had the confldence to stand outsrde of my front porrh Way and :

Slgnatu.'ré,'_‘ = e S _ fS_ignatUre witnessed by: - e
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Contlnuatlon of statement of

that was only because the police were there as well as a number of my nelghbours “

hamongst the mayhem and upset

which the pollee were trying their best to deal wrth

My honest opinion is that if THE TREK ntghtclub was a club in Hnghtun then |t would have been shut doWn
by now _ .

| have grown-up children, who are a—and the situation is that they feel uriable to come to

- my house to stay for a weekend as they know that they wi ll notgeta night's sleep. This is an awful sutuatlon

as we are'an extremely close famlly Recently, it was my ’blrthday and my chrldren would only come{

over dunng the Sunday day-trme leen the rrsk of lack of sleep and/or lncldents outslde THE TREK they .

declrned my InVItatlon to stay over on the (End of Page Slx Srgned m Saturday
evenlng B ‘ ' '

Due to the dlsruptlon every weekend for the past 2 years l have hiad to factor this in to my working week
For example if l am worklng over the weekends and will therefore be gettlng up early, I have to sleep elther
in the back bedroom or bathroom and sometrmes | stay wrth my. mother in her retlrement vrllage in
DlTCHLlNG If fhere is a lot of norse and wolence outslde of THE TREK then | can stlll hear the commotlon
and feel the need to respond and this is wrth all of the wrndows shut The whole sttuatlon is lntolerable and

glven a persrstent lack of sleep and lnterrupted sleep, thls has caused me an |ncrease in fear havrng a

knock—on effect on lncreased stress and anxrety | feel very vulnerable as I am l|vmg rlght on top of the'

' problems every weekend The constant drsruptrons have caused me fo have an exaggerated reactlon to

more mundane srtuatlons which oceur every day such as a knock at the wrndow or a knock at the door _

' .Consequently my qualrty of life has been affected consrderably
'fhe problems | expenence have |mpacted on my work as l cannot functlon at the normal requrred level due
»to stress and tlredness | know that the |mpact from customers leavmg THE TREK goes further af|eld fhan

_ jUSt my- road as | know that car wmg mlrrors are regularly damaged by mdrvrduals walklng back |nto the town

" centre )

: Further to the problems l have descrlbed over the past.years last weekend proved no exceptlon (End of -

Page Seven Slgnedw. -_

On Sunday 11th September 2016 l was Woken up at approxrmately 01 .30 hours lwas sleeprng in the front

-Stgnature' . S ' Signaturew]tnessed by:
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Contmuatlon of statement of - : - . :
bedroom Wthh is my actual bedroom All of the wmdows were shut and l had gone to bed at around 22 30 .
' hours on the Saturday nlght il had been lnformed qurte late on the Saturday evenlng that L was reqwred to_ :
N work the followmg day, SO |t was too late to make other arrangements of where to sleep
When ! was woken up [ remember thlnklng. “THIS IS EARLIER THAN USUAL" The norse that woke me up |
‘was: hornble | would descnbe it as l|ke a lct of grown men roarlng and glrls soreamlng Thls ls the kll’\d of
nolse that makes my heart slnk even though l have heard |t countless tlmes before K went to my front
“bedroom wmdow and openod it sllghtly and to my Iett in the road dlrectly in front of THE TREK | could see
around .:0 persons congregatlng and wrthln that, tWo pcckets of persons involved in intense fighting. This -
: 'was extendrng towards the bottom of the hl|| near to my house l decnded that this looked completely out of
| control so | demded that a 999 call would be more appropnate than a lO'l call to pollce it vyas very dark in.

the area where the two pockets were and there is- street~llghtlng but thls wasn t lllumlnatlng the area that Well
There were so many people gathered ina small area, so lt was dlfflcult to see who was f|ghtlng and who

wasnt and groups were moving around | could make out that several persons ‘were throwing punches in

'dlfferent (End of Page Eight — Slgned—) directions and there was a lot of aggressive

shoutlng | could hear the words "GET HlM" Because of the number of persons gathering, the noise was
like a roar wrth girls screamlng, and it was difficuilt to see how many people were flghtmg
As ! contlnued to monltor outslde | was speaking to the operator on the phone and reportlng what was
' happenlng As | relayed this lnformatlon [ stayed oh the line and then went downstalrs and opened my front
-. door but only partlally, beoause lwas petrlfled as the commotlon was really close Asl watched over to my
' left hand srde the two pockets of people flghtlng had become three pockets and the crowds were closer to . |
'my house and located at the bottom of the hill and along the top/upper road |n front of my house | then saw Iy
' two males taklng thelr shlrts off and preparlng to ]OIn in. They emerged from the nght of my hOUSe as you
look out These two males jomed the pockets but l cannot say whether they jorned in’ the fighting as lt was '
' chaos and very dark 1 WOuld say that the two males were in thelr 20 5, from thelr stature and bund but .
cannot descrlbe any more about them Almost at the same tlme | partlally saw and heard an adult male fall
1o the ground [ heard the thud as he hlt his head ThlS was at the bottom of the hlll He got up after 20 30
',.‘seconds but l couldnt really see much more as he was consumed by the groups of people and general
' ',-'mayhem At thlS pomt feellng mlldly relleved that the male had recovered or seemlngly 80, | closed my front

. door and put the cfiain’ (End of Page Nine = Slgned_ across. | retured to my front.

beclrccm wrndow and looked out agam At thls pomt WlthlIT seconds the crowd sesmed to dlsperse and l'_'-
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then recall seelng a group of around 12 men, movmg along the upper road_ [ heard a
i male vome ShOth "QUICK THE ROZZERS ARE COMING YOU DON T WANT TO Bl: A PART Or THIS. "

.At the same tlmo a polloe CCTV van arrived along BLATCHINGTON ROAD _oommg to )
halt just outsrde the “Old Darry"/Garage just before THE TREK nlghtolub The srtuatlon then became a
great deal quretet and paopte were dlspersmg As l felt safer at thls pomt | went outside dlreotly to speak to.
'a polloe offloer that | could see cornlng out of the CCT\/ van -l commented to hlm about how qmckly o
'. everyone had dlspersed and he ruefully agreed as if that's always the way and rt felt llke a shared frustratlon ;.
l advrsecl the off cer-about the group of males that had run along the upper road towards the town and that s
'. thrs was |mmed|ately before they arrrved |n the van At thls stage l went back rnsrde my house and was
: _'aware that & polrre unlt Was berng despatched o foilow that up and the polrce vehrcle that had arrlved after
the van, was sent up.the upper road to check out the group
At this pornt | went back to bed to try and get some sleep but was now too alert to do thls so started to plan
-my day at work wh|ch rncluded arranglng cover for my shrft in the mornlng as | was far too tired (End of Page

-Ten Slgnec~ t6'go to work in the daytrme | was far too "wrred" o work my. early shlft _

.so l worked a late shlft lnstead .

: There are so many aspects to THE TREK It is not just the vrolence It's. the general antr soclal behawour‘
: and the behaviour.and - demeanour of customers that leave in the early: hours, every weekend. If the .
'customers just drspersed and egressed up the hill then rt wouldn t be so much of a problem However they

r,ongregate and come ol_rt very pumpecl up and thru seems to fuel the vlolenoe The level of Intoxication

seems 0 have gone up another notch coupled W|th the assomated level of vrolence lf th|s carries on, lt is : '
only a matter of tlme before someone is struck and falls over and |s fatally wounded Just to clanfy, when |
':descnbed the group movrng along the upper road baok towards the town lt Was two separate voroes that

_made the comment One male sard "QUICK THE ROLZER ARE COMlNG" and lt was another male who_

Sald "YOU DON T WANT TO BE A PART OF THIS. COME ON GET OUT OF HERE" This male i would. :

descnbe as whlte |n hlS 20 s, qulte tall around 6' 0" in hE‘lght lle was weanng a red coloured top but some'-' k

whrte ooloured feature on lt He had dark halr and hrs vorce along wnth the other VOIce was agltated They

.moved really qurokly The rnale in the red fop aeemed to he commandrng the group to get away from the |

. _soene at the bottom of the hill. When | saw hrm he had reached the pom- on the upper

S road hefore the bushes: Grven that only 30 seconds or so had elapsed from (End of Page Eleven Signed”
-) when the male in the red top moved along the top/upper roac- to
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when the pohce CCTV van arrrved this prompted me to go outs&de and |nform the poiloe otﬁoer Otherwrse t

: wouldn t have been brave enough to venture outslde l d1d not go outsutr. !rnmedlately fo ¢ peak to the ofhoet B :
._|n the van :t wae st teast 10 mrnutes or so ' ' l _

s _;By the tlme | ried to go back to s‘reep, _ae i5 felt safe enough as; evaryone had dtepersed [ sent an e matl ﬂrst -

of atl to a man called Steve Bell whom I betteve wo:ks with the tooal MP and is eomeone Whorn my

'ne1ghbour~advhed me to report any incldents to Thrs statement is partlally taken from my j

N oL

i "onglnal notes | rnade at ﬂ'te tlme to aseret ln deecnblng the events B
' Havtnq worked for the NHS tor 36 yeare | have expertenced many dlfﬂoult and often extreme srtuatlons
'-.mvolvmg human nature and by no means am l narve but What [ haVe expenenced and descnbed above rs.l

':'beyond a level that l can contrnue to sustarn rndefrnltely and needs addressing as'a prionty

.-I am prepared to ‘support pottt:e In whatever actlon they may take and will attend cotrt if requhed (End of

& ‘{statement— Slgned“ Date 15,09 2016 Countersigned by PC CW455.).'
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